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Sponsored ministry of the  
Sisters of Mercy

Mission and Vision Statement

Our Mission: 
Mercy Center for Women is a sponsored ministry of the Sisters of 
Mercy of the Americas and is committed to enhancing the dignity of 
each person it serves through the healing of body, mind and spirit.

Mercy Center for Women provides:
	 Safe and supportive transitional housing, education and 

counseling for homeless women with or without children.

	 Connection with social service agencies and volunteers to form 
a network of ongoing support, mentoring and education to our 
residents and women in the community.

	 An environment based on spirituality and ethical values.

Vision Statement: 
Women to restore hope, wholeness and stability for self and children.
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Staff

Executive Director 
Jennie Hagerty

Director of Client Services 
Carla Storrs, LSW

Finance Director 
Diane McQuaid

Director of Advancement 
Breanna Watts

Executive Administrative Assistant 
Shirley Schell

Volunteer Coordinator 
Christine Gerlock

Grant Writer 
Holly Nowak

Case Manager 
Megan Phillips, MSW, LSW

House Manager/Activities Coordinator 
Mary Tobin

House Managers/Child Care 
Anita Kraut, Floretta Gibbs,  
Melinda Albright, Regina Johnson, 
Denise McConnell, Evelyn Wesman

Dress for Success® Erie  
Program Director 
Mary Graziano

Dress for Success® Erie Assistants 
Toni Barry, Renee Triana

VISTA Volunteer 
Shayma Musa

Dear Family and Friends of the Mercy Center,

As the colors of fall swept through the air, true transformation continued 
to serve the women and children at the Mercy Center. This Annual 

Review recognizes the outstanding accomplishments provided by donors 
and friends in serving all those affected by homelessness, domestic 
violence, and addiction.

The 2019-2020 year confronted times of adversity due to COVID-19. One 
could not be sure how the mission to serve women and children would 
affect the overall financial picture. I believe that we all agree that when 
uncertainty sets in, we turn to God for power, strength, and understanding. 
Many nonprofits came together to unite and work as one. The MCW staff 
dramatically changed for three months with lay-offs and a reduction in hours. Through these turbulent times, 
the passion of donors provided a sense of security.

The Mercy Center for Women was a recipient of funds from a Paycheck Protection Program Loan, the Erie 
County Gaming Revenue Authority (ECGRA), and The Erie Community Foundation. All staff retained full-
time status to meet the criteria outlined in the guidelines moving the mission forward. For two months, a 
Meal Train served over 20 women and children healthy lunches and dinners. We were overwhelmed by the 
community in numerous ways of their support.

Many agencies came together to work as a team in helping the homeless survive COVID-19. The Mercy 
Center for Women was fully prepared to welcome anyone in need of the quarantine shelter, which resided in 
the former Holy Rosary School gymnasium.

This Annual Review reveals a story. It shares the desire and determination to move forward. It also represents 
and identifies the philanthropic giving of over hundreds of individuals, businesses, and foundations to the 
Mercy Center for Women. One must never give up hope in times of difficulty. Embrace the journey and 
enhance the limitless possibilities to give back.

Fall is here and represents the desire to find happiness in the simple pleasures of life. We believe in the 
potential of housing additional women and children as well as collaborations with other organizations that 
would best serve our community. This would be a true blessing.

Perhaps, what COVID-19 shares is the ability to overcome and appreciate the closeness of family and 
friends. Too many days are hurried, and tomorrow is never promised. We simply can’t do this without you. 
Thank you for your commitment to a mission providing hope to all those served.

Smile, Pray, Be Kind,

Jennie Hagerty
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“Everything is possible for one who believes.”
Mark 9:23
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Lori’s Story:
They are simple things.

Completing chores. Paying the bills. Scheduling a doctor appointment.

But when you’ve been ruled by the demons of drug addiction, they are 
herculean tasks.

“It was like being a baby and having to learn how to be an adult all over 
again,” Lori says.

Lori began her tenure at MCW when she was moved to Erie for rehab but 
didn’t have anywhere to go after completing the program.

She continues, “I lost everything [to drug addiction]. Everything. I was at rock 
bottom. I forgot how to do simple things.”

When she came to MCW Lori struggled with self-confidence issues, was just beginning her road to recovery 
from drug addiction, and was unemployed. Of that time, she says, “I truly hated myself and blamed myself 
for so much.”

“My caseworker recommended Mercy Center to me. I had my intake interview and a tour of the place. And 
I just fell in love. It was like something was in the air, telling me that everything was going to be okay. MCW 
has allowed me to let go of my self-hatred and begin to think, ‘maybe I’m not so bad after all.’”

Lori embraced the spirituality and the “24/7 family” atmosphere of MCW. She took all the programing that 
she could attend and accepted her first job in a long time.

“I felt like a member of society again. I felt accountable to something,” Lori said.

She reminisced on her first holiday season at MCW. Fondly rejoicing at the memory of the other women 
in the house reaching out to her and forcing her to come out of her room to celebrate with everyone, 
“I thought I would be all alone and lonely. But they did their best to make sure that we felt as normal 
as possible.” The generosity of the community also lingers in her memories, “I was able to give my kids 
presents that year even though I didn’t have anything. That was all thanks to all the donations we received.”

Lori currently works as a home health aide, caring for elderly patients in their homes. She says her next step 
is to finally look for work using her college degree in Health and Physical Education. Lori has used the skills 
that she built here at MCW to rekindle relationships with her children and grandchildren.
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Homelessness During COVID-19
“What a time to be alive” is something that is often said around the halls of the Mercy Center for Women. It 
genuinely has been an interesting, challenging, and at times beautiful, last few months. The global pandemic has 
taught us many lessons – one of the most important being our ability to be flexible and adapt. A teaching that every 
adult could use more of in their own lifetime.

The onset of COVID-19 meant that events, programming, and day to day life had to change here at the Mercy 
Center. Volunteers were restricted from helping serve us in our mission and even our own residents had to stay 
indoors. This was all to make sure that we kept the lives of those we minister to, as safe as humanly possible.

This year’s Butterfly Effect Celebration also had to readjust to reflect the trying time that our world is in. As a team, 
we were able to offer this wonderful event virtually to all whom wanted to participate. Donors, staff, and residents 
were all able to view the remarkable transformation and flight of our butterflies – all while staying protected at 
home.

Much like our own lives, how the Mercy Center for Women chose to react to this adversity would ultimately 
shape its outcome. We embraced this time to self-reflect, revise, and renew. This public health threat may not be 
over soon, but together we can weather the storm. And what comes after the storm? God’s ultimate covenant, the 
magnificent rainbow of course.

A significant thank you must go out to all the men, women, and children who remembered us during this global 
crisis. Your meals warmed our bellies and your donations warmed our hearts. Even during the darkest of times, our 
benefactors never skipped a beat. For you, we are sincerely grateful.

Your Two Cents Worth
Mercy Center for Women was blessed to be chosen along with four other local nonprofits to participate in the 
Country Fair’s Pump for Charity project from May 1, 2020 to October 31, 2020. Two cents of each gallon of gas 
purchased at one of the specially marked “Pump for Charity” pumps goes into a special fund that will be split 
equally among five local nonprofit agencies. In addition to Mercy Center for Women, agencies include the Erie 
Animal Network, Erie Philharmonic, National Alliance on Mental Illness of Erie County and St. Martin Center. 
Currently, each agency has received $19,188.22, an absolutely amazing amount considering that COVID-19 
has kept people working from home and not driving nearly as much as they normally would.

Mercy Center’s share of the Country Fair Cares Pump for Charity is earmarked to complete the renovations 
of our Daily Threads thrift store in the Holy Rosary school building. We are so excited to watch this space 
develop.

Thank you, Country Fair!
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Nothing can slow down the Mercy Center for Women. This past year has been no exception. We have 
continued to spread the joy of our mission to the community through many worthwhile events and 
functions. These include the Butterfly Effect Celebration, Women Making History, Christmas 2019, our 
Volunteer Thank You Lunch, and the Mercy Center for Women’s 25th Anniversary Celebration. Each of these 
rewarding experiences were met with an outpouring of support from philanthropists all over the country.

We would not be able to make our dreams into realities without you. Donors are the cornerstone to all that 
we can achieve here at the Mercy Center for Women. Whether it is donating a Christmas gift to one of our 
children, sponsoring an event, or volunteering your time, the service that is shown to us is deeply moving. 
As we continue to plan for the future, in a time where all things are uncertain, know that Mercy Center for 
Women will tirelessly continue to serve the community.

Event Sponsors
AHN Saint Vincent Hospital
Anonymous Sponsor
Pat & Leslee Burns
Tami Carrara
Cascade Park Club
Dahlkemper’s Jewelry Connection
Dynamic Alumnae Sponsorship
ECGRA
Edinboro University Foundation
Erie Federal Credit Union
Erie Insurance
First Energy
Frontier General Contracting
Gibson Media
Tom Hagen
Chris & Jennie Hagerty
The Hagerty Family
Bill & Martha Hilbert
InnovaTel Telepsychiatry
Scott & Amy Kern
Key Bank
LECOM
Lincoln Recycling
Lorei Portrait Studio
Nancy Marchini
Joseph McCormick Construction
Mechanical Contractors 
 Association
Morlin Inc.
National Fuel
Tim & Lisa NeCastro
Northwest Bank
Plastek
PNC Bank
Polish Falcons #610
Printing Concepts, Inc.
Sisters of Mercy of the Americas
UPMC Health Plan

Special Events 2019-2020
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Financials
Sources:  
Grants $762,465
Gifts $379,993
Capital Campaign Contributions $493,515
Contributed Services & Facilities $442,288
Client Service Fees $26,734
Special Projects & Fundraising $139,151

Investment Return    (1%)   ($16,314)

TOTAL REVENUES $2,227,832 100%

Distribution:  
Program Expenses:
 Shelter & Dress for Success $1,080,623
Supporting Service Expenses:
 Management & General $337,764
 Fundraising  $62,078

Total Expenses

TOTAL EXPENSES $1,480,465 100% 

  

Grants Received  
City of Erie Emergency Shelter $12,980
PHARE $16,668
County of Erie Office of Mental Health/Intellectual Disabilities $24,633
Erie County Office of Drug & Alcohol Abuse $49,062
Neighborhood Assistance Program $240,710
NAP WEAR $28,833
PA Workwear Program $119,858
Other Grants $269,721

TOTAL GRANTS $762,465

Supporting Service Expenses:
Management & General 

23%

Fundraising 
4%

Program Expenses
73%

Special  
Projects &  

Fundraising
6%

Grants
34%

Gifts
17%

Capital Campaign
Contributions

23%

Contributed Services & 
Facilities

19%

Client  
Service  

Fees
1%
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1st Choice Auto LLC
Victoria & Richard Abbott
Barbara Abbott
Accudyn Products, Inc.
Lynn Ackerman
Brenda Adams
J.M. Adovasio
Aetna Foundation Inc
Dan & Christine Agnello
David Aitken
Tera Alabran
Jay & Ruth Alberstadt
Alliance of Transylvanian Saxons
Margaret Allin
Gina Allison
Karen Alonge
Alpha Sigma Tau
Alston Equipment Company
Amazon Smile
Ambit Energy Holdings LLC
American Legion Auxiliary Post 771
American Legion Post 571
American Tinning & Galvanizing Co.
Americo Federal Credit Union
Elia Amicucci
Catherine Anderson
Jeanne Anderson
Sarah Anthony
Antioch Baptist Church
Kathleen Anysz
Carolyn Arneman

Peg Aste
Sharon Baird
Sunny Balczon
Sheila & Bruce Baldwin
Dean & Vicki Baldwin
Ann Baloga
Margaret Balter
Bank of America Charitable Foundation
Brian & Pamela Bansidhar
Loretta Baran
Bridget Barber
Lori & Joseph Barber
Barber National Institute
Robert & Jeanette Barczynski
Sharla Bardin
Lawrence & Denise Bargielski
Jill Barlow
Toni & Pat Barry
Tom & Roberta Batten
Candace Battles
Barbara Bauda
Lauren Bauer
Jerry & Mary Frances Baugh
Mary Jo Baumann
Aimee Baumann
Lisa Baumgardner
Diane Baumgardner
Denise Bauschard
BD Bank of America
Samuel & Frances Beason
Barbara Bechtold
Emily Beck
Carolyn Beck
Doris A. Bednarski
Jeanne Behan

Urban Behringer
Marcy & Dom Bencivenga
Harold & Jeanne Bender
Benedictine Sisters of Erie
Pat & Pete Benekos
Patty Bensur
Arlene Berchtold
Janet Bergkessel
Bruce & Cathy Bernard
Chris Bernatowicz
Robert & Diane Bestvina
Beute & Bliley, Inc.
Tammy Birkmire
Jim & Peg Black
Jerrol Blair
John & Janet Blakeslee
Diana Blandi
Jeanne Bleil
Bob & Bonnie Bleistine
John & Grace Bliley
Dorothy Bloom
Mark & Monica Bloomstine
Tom & Peg Bly
BNY Mellon Community Partnership
Sandra Bock
Gail Bodner
Julia Bongiovanni
Gary & Laura Borowy
Teresa Borowy
Malinda Bostick
Douglas Boudreau
Marianne Bove
Marilyn Bowers
Marne Boyce
Betty Brace
Barbara Brairton
Breakiron Jewelers
Tom & Colleen Brennan
Constance Brereton
Dick & Victoria Brogdon
Biddy Brooks
Ainslie Brosig
Deidre Brown
Tricia Bruce
Mary Ann Brugger
Carl & Nicole Brugger
Cheryl Brzezinski
Kathryn Buesink Troyer
Sharon Buffalari
Jim & Lisa Buffalari
Anthony Buffalari
Kay Buffington
Mary Edna Burbules
Michael & Maria Burenko
Jeffery & Ginnie Burger

Thomas & Kathy Burik
Patrick & Leslee Burns
Sandra Burr
Margaret Burton
Cathy Burton
Kurt Buseck
Fran Buseck
Sue Busse Euliano
Richard & Catharina Buys
Diane Byrne
Cafaro Foundation
Michele Campbell
Paul & Julie Canales
Chris & Ann Marie Carbo
Willis & Mary Cardot
Mike & Ann Carlin
Tracy Carlini
Gloria Carlson
Bill Carney
Niken Carpenter
Tami Carrara
Cascade Club
Kenneth Caserta
Janice Castro
Cathedral Prep/Villa Maria
Catholic Charities
Meg & Brian Celidonia
Julie Chacona
Robert Chambers
Barbara Chambers
Arlene Chaney
Patricia & Robert Chapman
Charities Aid Foundation
Charter Oaks Garden Club
Harry Chereson
Lisa & Kenneth Chinsky
Cheryl Chiota
Julie Christiansen
Carol Ann Christie
Dom & Joanne Cipriani
City of Erie
G. Renee Clark
CMIT Solutions of Erie
Denis & Mary Frances Coan
Edith Coccarelli
Martha Cohen
Louis Colaizzo
Lynnette Coleman
James & Patricia Colvin
Megan Comstock
Mike Conley
Bernie Connelly
Kathleen Conroy
Cody Cook
Susan Corbran

Matt & Kristen Costa
Country Fair Inc.
County of Erie
Sr. JoAnne Courneen
John & Susan Criswell
Mary Crolli
Crop Walk Funds
Michael & Barbara Cross
Patricia Crotty
John & Norma Jean Crowley
William Cunningham
Ed & Patty Curtin
CVS Caremark
Ann Czajka
Mary Ellen Dahlkemper
James & Kathleen Dammeyer
David & Brenda Darling
Amy Daugherty
Sharon Davenport
Bob & Carol Davidson
Kathie & James Davis
Andrea Davis
Jerry DeFazio
Delta Kappa Gamma-Alpha Iota Chapter
Janet Demjanenko
Marie Desser
David & Pat Devine
Richard & Sally DiBacco
Leah & David Dieteman
Joan Dill
Phyllis DiNicola
Lou & Ellen DiPlacido
Ernest & Betsy DiSantis
Frances & Dennis Donatelli-Sprake
Tina Donikowski
Thomas & Mary Alice Doolin
Larry Doughty
Steve & Sue Drabant
Dress for Success Worldwide
Cindy Dudzinski
Nancy Dusckas
Anne Duskin
Maureen Quinn Dwyer
Natalie Dwyer-Haller
Beth Dzikowski
Becky & Mike Dzurik
Jane Earll
ECGRA
Edinboro University Foundation
Alice Edwards
Earlie Edwards
Constance Edwards
Chris & Maria Ehrman
Bernadine Elchynski
Elks Lodge #67 Ladies Auxiliary

Our Donors

Ford Friendship Express Van donated by Erie Ford Dealers
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Thomas Elward
Employees Community Services
Erie Community Foundation
Erie County Bar Association
Erie Dawn, Inc.
Erie Federal Credit Union
Erie First Assembly of God
Erie Insurance Group
Erie Strayer Employees Welfare Fund
Erie-Crawford Labor Council
Eriez Manufacturing Co
Susan Euliano
Chuck Evans
Mary Ann Fabin
Denise Faipler
Tom & Connie Falvey
Cynthia Farabaugh-Hood
Jim & Kate Fatter
Becky & Louis Faulhaber
Ruben & Becky Fechner
Federal Resources Corporation
Darlene Feeney
Fr. Jason Feigh
Lorianne Feltz
Jill Fessler
Margaret Filipowski
David & Sandy Filippi
Ray & Patti Fiorelli
FirstEnergy Foundation
Kenneth Fleming
Michelle Floros
Kathleen Fogle
John & Kim Fontecchio
Mary M. Forgenie
Nancy Frambes
Deb Francis
Lauren Fredette
Corrine Freeman
Carol Freeman
David & Mary Ann Frew
Toni Frisina
Kathy Frisina
Sr. Mary Fromknecht
Frontier General Contracting Inc
Sally Fryer
Alice Fuhrman
Charlotte Fuhrman
Sallie Fulton
Lawrence Furey
Mary Pat Furey
Charles & Susan Furr
Esther Gallagher
Brenda Gallagher
Rose Gallant
Marion Gallivan
Vince Gardner

Brittany Garity
Louise Garrelts
James & Dolores Garvey
Dan & Sandy Gatesman
Bill & Sharon Gdaniec
GE United Way Campaign
GECAC
Marti & Gordon Gehrlein
Jim & Joan Gehrlein
General Electric Matching Funds
Emily & Joseph Gennuso
Kristin & Brian Genovese-Kowalewski
Pat Genung
Debbie Gerlock
Christine Gerlock
Floretta Gibbs
Melissa Gibson
Rob & Mary Gibson
Sarah Giesler
Jane & Peter Gilewicz
Alyssa Girgash
Earleen Glaser
Donna Gloekler
William & Patricia Gloekler
Skip & Dottie Glover
Rita & Ed Goebel
Cynde & Aron Goldberg
Francis Gonser
Catherine Good
Brenda & Carol Good
Jana Goodrich
Barbara Gostomski
Michael Grab
Grapevine Laundry Inc
Hank & Betty Graygo
Rick Graziani
Mary Graziano
Greek Ladies Philoptochos Society
Green Canoe Foundation
Greene Township Lioness Club
Jerome Gressley
Griffith Properties
Shirley Grobson
Barb Guelcher
Elisa Guida
Janet Guthrie
Carol & Jay Habas
Tom Hagen
Daniel Hagerty
Aimee & Boo Hagerty
Jennie & Chris Hagerty
John Hagerty
Gary & Connie Haibach
Abdul Hakim
Natalie Dwyer Haller
David & Andrea Hallman

Ann & Vinnie Halupczynski
Colleen Hammon
Alison Hanna
Alan Hannibal
Patricia Hardner
Joe Hareza
Dennis & Barbara Hart
Valerie Hartley
Suzanne Haynes
Lisa Helsley
Debbie Henderson
Jim & Amee Herdzik
Rosemarie Herman
Nancy Herold
Francis Herrmann
Rob & Sharon Hess
Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield
Martha Hilbert
John & Nancy Hilbert
Janice Hill
Theresa Hinkler
Kim Hirst
Kenneth & Carolyn Hitz
Ed & Sandy Hodas
Mary Hoffman
Karen Hollinsworth
Holy Rosary Catholic Church
Barbara Hood
Candice & Gary Hoover
Chris & Jim Hoover
Kathleen Horan
Mary Horvath
Hosford International Inc
House of Mercy
House of Prayer
Linda Houston
Patricia Ann Howell
James & Michele Hubert
Tom & Maureen Hubert
Geraldine Hughes
Carl & Kathy Hull
David & Carol Hutzel
Huzar Club
Jim & Jane Hynes
Brian Iavarone
Diana Infantino
Bernie & Fred Infield
Innovatel LLC
InspiriTec Inc (PA WW)
Tony Snow & Kathy Iorio-Snow
Erica Jackson
Brenda & David Jackson
John Jacquel
David & Peggy Sue Jacquel
Caroline Jenks
Leslie Jennings

John M. & Gertrude E. Petersen Foundation
Regina Johnson
Robert & Penny Johnson
Lori Joint
Chris Jones
Nancy Jordan
Peggy Jordano
George & Tina Joseph
Debbie Joslin
Dawn & Charles Joy
Sylvia Justiniano
Dave & Mary Kay Kalivoda
Thomas Kalkhof
Doug Karaisz
Patricia Kasony
Juanita Kasper
Janet Kassir
Tom & Lisa Kaveney
Janice & James Kehl
Tony & Ginny Keim
Sheila Kemp
Sandy & John Kempisty
Alice & Kenneth Kendziora
Scott & Amy Kern
Bruce & Nancy Kern
Bonnie & Bruce Kern II
KeyBank Foundation
KeyBank National Association
Mary Ann Kiehlmeier
Gay Kilmer
Jean & Rick King
Kingsley United Methodist Church
Tom Kinney
Shirlee Kirk Haden
Kathy & Dennis Kitchen
Mary Kite

Kiwanis Club of Erie
Barbara & Dane Klaproth
Midge Klebes
Knights of Columbus Council 10969
Knox, McLaughlin, Gornall & Sennett
Jen Kohler
Koldrock Waters
Angie Kontur
Sue & Bob Koprowski
Thomas & Carol Korn
Janet & Gilbert Kosko
Pat Kosobucki
Rose Mary Kowalczyk
Rosanna Kozlowski
Ron & Karen Krahe
Judith Krasnesky
Allene Kraus
Constance Krause
Anita Kraut
Kevin & Natalie Kreidinger
Joy Kronenberger
Maureen Krowicki
David & Lori Kruszewski
Joanne Kubinski
Carla Kuebler
Anita Kuffer
Jane Kuhn
Rhonda Kumer
Kevin & Tracy Kunik
Jen & Tim Kurzweg
Jen Kwiatek
La Nuova Aurora
Robert & Patricia Lacy
Timothy & Mary Lakari
Matt LaMalfa
Elaine Lamm

Student volunteers from Allegheny College
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Chris & Vickie Lampe
Crystal Lander
Albert & Laura Lang
Kathleen & Ken Langford
Sally Lanz
Urban & Mary Lariccia
Janet Laskowski
Craig & Kathy Latimer
Judy Lawrence
LECOM
Carol LeCorchick
Rebecca Leonard
Christine Lesh
Marie Lesh
Dan & Marianne Levstek
Georgia Lewis
Barbara & Robert Lewis
Chris Lewis
Laura Lewis
Mary Ellen Lieb
Frank & Judy Liebentritt
Lillis McKibben Bongiovanni & Co.
Lincoln Recycling
Sue & Jim Livingston
Marilyn Livosky
Logistics Plus
Art & Phyllis Lombardi
Meg Loncharic
Patricia Long
Debbie Lopez
Lord Corp-Good Neighbor Fund
Denise Lorei
Denise Lorei
Roger & Sharon Lorei
Sherry Loringer
Marilyn Losapio
Josie & Al Lubiejewski
Carol Luczynski
Lew Lutton
Judy Lynch
Jim & Jennifer Lyons
Jacqueline Macie
Chris & Mary Ellen Magoc
David & Andrea Maille
Barbara Maksin
Stephanie Maleno
Jim & Mary Malue
Patricia Mannarelli
Adrienne Manning
Luther & Connie Manus
Jeanne Maras
Nancy & Wesley March
Nancy Marchini
Marquette Savings Bank
Chuck & Bonnie Marshall
Michael P. Martin

Bob & Joan Martter
Monica Masterson
Patrick & Judy Mastrian
Danielle Mather
Barbara Matlak
Margaret Matthews
Thomas Matusiak
Claudia Matz
Michele Maughn
Kevin & Barb Mazon
P. Barry & Kristine McAndrew
Frank & Mary McBride
J.D. McCabe
Christine H. McClure
Denise McConnell
Joseph McCormick Construction Co.
Marilyn McDaniel
Gini McDermott
Karen McEnery
Carrie McGaffick
Jeannie McGinley
Delores McGuire
Elynor McIntosh
Debra McIntosh
Mary Janet McIntyre
Linda & James McKibben
Carol McKiernan
Patty McMahon
H. Jean McMillin
Diane McQuaid
Namon & Brenda McWilliams
Mechanical Contractors Assoc of NW PA
James & Kathleen Meko
Marilyn Melhuish
Lisa Melo
Tina Mengine
Mercy Terrace Apartments
Mercyhurst Prep
Mercyhurst University
Heather Merlino
Kathy Merrill
Vicki Merski
Emily Merski
Messiah Lutheran Church
Becky Michael
Karen Miller
Carina Miller
Rebecca Mills
Judy Minichelli
Lillian Minichelli
Michael & Judy Minnaugh
Priscila Mirone
Earl & Jay Mittelmeier
Paul Modzelewski
Christopher & Christine Mong
Marco & Betsy Monsalve

Debbie Montefiori
Patricia Moody
Mary Moon
Joan Moore
Terry Moore
Jim & Sharon Morey
Morlin, Inc.
David Morphy
Alan Mortellaro
Deborah Morton
Mary Ann Morton-Bliley
Frank Mouyard
James & Carolyn Mraz
Patricia Muehl
William Mullen
Colleen Mummert
John Murawski
Kathy Murray
Gen & Harvey Murray
John & Mary Ita Musatto
Gary & Kathleen Mushalansky
Heidi Myers-Williams
Nabet-CWA  Local 28
Charlene Napierkowski
Nancy Lee Nardo
National Fuel Gas
Janet & Dan Nawrocki
Timothy & Lisa NeCastro
Michael & Amy Nedreski
Dorothy Neenan
Dorothy Negro
Mary Lou Neithamer
Chris Nerthling
Network for Good
Erick & Stacey Nicklas
Marian Nicks
Sam & Julie Nicolia
Eileen Nill

Barrie Nolan
Northwest Bank
Northwest Institute of Research
Holly Nowak
Janet Nowak
James Nuber
Alyssa Nutile
Sr. Rosemary O’Brien, SSJ
Suzanne O’Connell
Jodie O’Connor
Mimi O’Connor
Nancy O’Neill
Mary Oas
Jan & Dave Obringer
Steve Odom
Susan & James Ohrn
Art & Ruthann Oligeri
Elizabeth Opp
Felice Oppenheim
Rita Orzel
Pauline Osmer
Our Lady of Peace Catholic Church
Our Lady of the Lake
Mary Ann Owoc
Tavonna Pacley
Marge Painter
Bambi Palloto
Sarah & Ryan Palm
Christine Pardini
Diane & John Parente
Pam Parker
Donna Parker
Heidi Parr Kerner
Gregory Passauer
Marti Pastore
Janet Pawlowski
Remlee Peck
Jane Peganoff
Penn State Behrend
Caroline Percopo
Valerie Perkins
Ann Perkins
Laurene Peterman
Joy Peters
Sally Peterson
Stephanie Peterson
Jerome & Joan Peterson
Peterson’s Property Maintenance
Robert & Janice Petri
PHARE Project
Phenix Equipment Inc
Bridget Philip
Megan Phillips
Christine Phillips
Sallie Piazza
Joseph & Carol Pillitteri

Doris & Jeffrey Pinski
Darlene Piotrowski
Judy Pisano
Jeri Pistone
James Piszker
Plastek Group
Rita Platte
PNC Bank
PNC Bank Foundation
PNC Institutional Asset Management
Marjorie Podolsky
Polish Falcons Club 610
Barbara Pollock
Kelli Postema
Judy Pratt
Rose Pregler
Joseph J. & Isabel Prischak
Arlene Publicover
Pulaski Club
Barb Pulice
Holli Pulice-Lewis
Penny Qualls
Thomas & Sandy Quiggle
Kathy Quinn
Quinn Law Firm
Beth Racine
Stephen T. Radack
Dick & Willie Rahner
Richard Rambaldo
Mary & Dennis Ranalli
Jeanette Rapela
RAZL LLC c/o The Company
Marilyn Redenius
Erica Redmond
Mia Reilly
Marilyn Reiser
Lorraine Revak
Keith & Eileen Reynolds
Patricia Rial
Carol & Rodney Riblett
Patrick & Ellen Richards
Al Richardson
Sheila & Thomas Richter
Tom Rinke
Pam & Mike Rinn
Msgr. Gerald Ritchie
Lora Roberts
Dave & Marilyn Robertshaw
Michelle Robertson
Susan Roehrl
Roman Catholic Diocese of Erie
Roofers Local 210
Carolyn Rose
Barbara Roseborough
Jarrod Rosequist
John & Beverly Rossi

Candace Battles WMH 2004
Daphne Hinton Johnson WMH 2008

Lisa Heidelberg WMH 2020
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Terry Rotunda
Sharon Rowland
Meghan Rumberger
Vicki Rupprecht
Carolyn Ruth
Jim & Mary Rutkowski
Theresa Rzepka
Trina Sabetti
Ravinder Sabherwal
SafeNet
Lori Sala
Anthony & Wanda Salvia
JoAnne & Michael Samsel
James & Carolyn Sanford
Mary Sansone
Charles & Mary Ann Santi
Sassy Peacock
Laura Savelli
Anne Scalise
Mary Lou Scalise Estate
John Scalzitti
Sue Scarpino
Lynda Sceiford
Mary E. Schaaf
Martin & Jean Schaetzle
Benjamin Scharff
Keven & Carmen Schattner
Gisela Schattner
Bob & Shirley Schell
Joe & Rhonda Schember
Robin Scheppner
Suzanne Scheuer Leone
Richard Schlegel
Ann & Bob Schoeller
Maryann Scholl
Kathy Schriefer
Sr. Michele Schroeck
Robert & Carol Schroeck
David & Kelly Schupp
Sally Schuster
Beverly Schwab
Peter & Eleanor Scibetta
Jeffrey Scibetta
Marijane Scipioni
Mary Scolio
Desirae Scott
Ann & Thad Scott
Frank Scozzie
Ann Marie & Steve Scutella
Steve Sementelli
Joseph Semple
Deb Seng
Stephen Sensor
The Serra Club of Erie
Gretchen Seth
Stephen Seymour

Gary & Barbara Shapira
Marilyn Sharp
Michael & Shelly Sheridan
Sherwood Forest Farms
Susan Shingle
Ron Sickler
Siebenbuerger Club
Sheila Silman
Gertrude Simmons
Father Jerome Simmons
Lee & Mary Simmons
Robert Simoneau
Sisters of Mercy
Sisters of Mercy of the Americas
Sisters of St. Joseph
Julie Slomski
David Slomski
Rick & Louise Smerick
Charlene Smith
Katherine Smith
Jeffrey & Dynelle Smith
Dennis & Antoinette Smith
Adam & Tyler Snow
Mary Hembrow Snyder
Victoria Snyder
James & Harriet Snyder
Society of Holy Trinity
Miles & Karen Sonney
Elizabeth and Pete Sotus
Marlene Squeglia
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church
St. Mark the Evangelist Church
St. Patrick School Mission Club
St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
Linda Staszewski
Tom & Santina Stearns
Lauren Steele
Barbara Steele
Stacey Steen
Bill & Joy Steger
Linda Stevenson
David & Nancy Stewart
Ruth Stiles
Jim & Sharon Stoik
Carla Storrs
Linda Straub
Kristen Streeper
Matt Strickenberger
Julia Strzalka
Kathy Stubenhofer
Sunset Optics
David & Susan Sutherland
Diane Swalley
Ruth Swaney
Natalie Sweny
Karen Szymanski

Debbie Taccone
Cathy & Bill Taylor
Karol Taylor
Nick & Karen Tech
Techniques Hair Design
Ted Wood & Associates
Jack & Jane Tell
Andy & Pat Tellers
Daniel & Mary Ann, Ph.D. Tempestini
Naomi Teperow
The American Online Giving Foundation
The Britton Family Foundation
The Columbus Foundation
The Erie Community Foundation
Jane & David Thiemann
Judith Thomas
Ken & Elizabeth Thompson
Jessie Thorpe
Mary Ellen Ticchione
Patrick & Jeanine Timon
Paula Tipton
TJX Foundation
Mary Tobin
Gerard & Michelle Tobin
Mary & Thomas Todd
James Toohey
TOPS Club of Erie PA 0056
Traffic Club of Erie
Ann Trapolsi
Nancy Trapp
Renee Triana
TriState Regional Start to Live
Kim & Thomas Trott
Marilyn Tuberson
Mary Grace Umpleby
United Way of Central Indiana Inc
United Way of Allegheny County
United Way of Erie County
UPMC Hamot Health Foundation
UPMC Health Plan
Sally Urban
Elisabeth Utz
Colette & Joseph Vahey
Amy Valentine
Elizabeth VanHoozer
Mark & Darcie Vargo
Velocity Network Inc
Cheryl Vicary
Jean Vickey
Michael & Patricia Visnosky
Cathy VonBirgelen
Robert Vonthaden
Vorsheck Family Foundation Inc
Lois Vosmus
Barbara J. Wagner
Wal-Mart Foundation

Barbara Walk
Gloria Walker
Robert & Donna Walkow
Thomas & Lisa Walters
Gwendolyn Ward
Marilee Warner Riva
Vicki & Stephen Washek
Edmund Waskiewicz
Mary Watson
Breanna Watts
Wayside Presbyterian Church
Mary Weber
Vicki Weber
John & Evelyn Wedzikowski
Jennifer Weigold Geertson
Welker’s Plumbing & Heating
Susan & Cy Wellman
Donna Werle
Charles & Lulu Weschler
Evelyn Wesman
Linda & Scott Whalen
Sr. Patricia Whalen
Bridget Whalen
Cindy & Terry Whalen
Michele Wheaton
John Widomski
Mary Lou Wieczorek
Rena Wierbinski
Darleen Wilkinson
Pam Will
Leta Wilson

Carole Wingerter
Sandy Winkler
Jennifer Winkler
Susan Winterberger
Cheryl Wodecki
Paul & Nicole Wojcik
Janet Wojtalik
Carol Wojtkielewicz
Caryn Wolfe
Caroline Wolff
Christine Wolfram
Carol Wood
Barbara Wood
Leah & Steven Woytek
Gayle & Don Wright
Dave & Kim Wurst
Nancy Wurst
John & Kathryn Yaggy
Rob & Pam Yandrick
Yardmaster
Nancy Young
Jean Marie Yurkovic
Joseph & Frances Zaczyk
Stanley Zagorski
Loni Zardus
Mary Zenner
Diana Ziemniak
Helen Zimmerman
Laura Zirkle
Peter & Karen Zohos
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Young Erie Professional and Red Letter Hospitality join forces to support the  
Mercy Center for Women
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Beatrice’s Story:
*Names changed to protect the privacy of our clients.

The storm of scents is relentless – frying onions spiced with all things good and the delicious jumps  
and pops in a skillet, chicken in the frying pan nearby sizzles until it’s so tender it melts in your mouth. 
And of course, rice boiling to fluffy perfection sits on the stove behind it all. Very few things calm  
the constant happy buzz of activity in the halls of the Mercy Center – Beatrice’s “Bee’s” cooking is  
one of them.

Not that she sees what the hullaballoo is all about: “I’m a good cook I guess.” Bee says shrugging 
bemusedly, “Everyone is always going on about how they like my cooking and stuff.”

It’s been a long time since Bee could cook with such flourish.

Before she was the “unofficial head chef” of the Mercy Center, Bee was a working mom and wife from 
Virginia. She’d come home from long hours at her job, trading in her work clothes and shoes for a mop 
and broom. Her then husband expected her to do all the cooking, cleaning and child rearing on top of 
her other responsibilities. He mentally, emotionally, financially, and physically abused Bee regularly. “It 
was like walking on egg-shells,  
I couldn’t do anything without worrying 
– not even cook.”

When Bee found out that her husband 
was also hurting her oldest daughter 
Elle, she knew it was time to go. She got 
her daughter, packed up her bags, and 
left home in the middle of the night.

Some time passed and Bee entered 
what appeared to be a healthy, loving 
relationship with a boyfriend, who 
fathered her youngest daughter, Becca.

12
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After her now ex-boyfriend began to physically abuse her, Bee took her two daughters and left. They 
spent time with family in Virginia and Delaware, but never had a place of their own. After falling out with 
her family over their own abusive behavior, Bee and her daughters were truly on their own. They moved 
up to Erie where they were in and out of hotel rooms.

Bee knew she needed help. So, she reached out and was referred to the Mercy Center for Women.

“After everything we’ve been through, trusting people is hard,” she wipes away a tear, “But everyone here 
– the staff, the women, the kids – are so nice. We’re like one big happy dysfunctional, in a good way, 
family.”

Bee’s little family quickly became a central source of joy, laughter, and light in the halls of MCW. “We 
were finally able to just calm down. We didn’t have to worry about anything. We came here without 
clothes. They gave us clothes. My kids didn’t have anything. They gave us toys. We have food. Everything 
we could ever want they gave us.” Bee embraced that peace, participating in classes and activities. 
She began healing so that she could be the best mother possible for her daughters. “My kids have been 
through a lot. They don’t need to go through anything else.”

Bee and her daughters recently got the news that they will be moving into an apartment soon. Bee has 
big plans for herself and her family after graduation from MCW. “I want to work on getting a GED and 
then a nursing certification so that I can work with the elderly. I want to help people.”

“After everything we’ve been through, trusting people is 
hard,” she wipes away a tear, “But everyone here – the 
staff, the women, the kids – are so nice. We’re like one 

big happy dysfunctional, in a good way, family.”



1414

Holy Rosary School Renovation Update
Four months into the renovation of the Holy Rosary School building, the sound of saws cutting through 
lumber, the roar of construction vehicles, and the sight of yellow hard hats has become a backtrack to the 
daily orchestra of sounds here at the Mercy Center. On the morning of August 6th however, a new sound 
joined the normal hubbub. The gentle hum of between 10 – 15 volunteers gathered to help the women 
and staff of MCW load a gym’s worth of donated furniture into a storage truck. This furniture, donated 
by community members, will be used to furnish the renovated apartments, common areas, and program 
spaces in the Holy Rosary housing facility. With the contributions that we have received thus far, we will be 
able to furnish up to 70% of the renovated building.

This – the kindness and generosity that the Erie community has continued to show towards the Mercy 
Center – does not fade into the background. Take for instance the Country Fair Pump for Charity Campaign, 
we have received $19,188.22. All of which will go towards completing the renovation and the opening 
of the Daily Threads thrift shop. Acknowledgment and gratitude would also not be complete without 
highlighting our amazing contractors who have stopped at nothing to make sure that we stay within (and 
under) budget for this project.

On that note – because we know that you’re all wondering! – here’s a quick update on renovations:

COVID-19 introduced a few road bumps that caused the construction to come to a halt for a few months. 
However, we were able to start construction again recently. Currently we have completed the following:

	Demolition of doorways, ceilings, and flooring

	Removal of all lead and asbestos

	Preparation of HVAC drawings for inspector approval

	Laid the groundwork for the grand opening of Dress for Success as well as the Daily Threads thrift 
store in Winter 2020

We are currently three quarters of the way done with construction of the Dress for Success retail space 
and the Daily Threads thrift store. Look out for an announcement regarding the opening date of Dress for 
Success and the Daily Threads! We estimate that the end-date for the entire project will be roughly at the 
end of 2021.

Your continued support and enthusiasm for our mission  
is what keeps the flame alight for us.
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Dress for Success® Erie &  
W.E.A.R. Program
Dress for Success transitions into new home…
The clicking of heels will soon be hitting the pavement at the new 
Dress for Success boutique location. For over 12 years, clients have 
been suited, made career ready, and resumé savvy on the corner of 
28th and Pennsylvania Avenue.

Soon, the Dress Team will be serving women on their journey to 
countless opportunities in the Erie Community. The vision is to be 
ready to welcome boutique supporters to their new home in the 
former Holy Rosary School building in 2021. The soft grey, burgundy, 
and white color combination softens and warms the floor space, 
dressing rooms, and employee offices.

Before long, the community will be entering the new setting as 
clients, volunteers, and supporters. The “fashionista” Dress Team will 
be ready to serve and suit your every need. Mary, Renee, and Toni 
have been preparing for over a year for this exciting change. They 
have been moving their garment racks across East 28th Street and 
storing countless clothing, shoes, and accessories for future clients.

In a few months, we will welcome you to the modern “Dress for 
Success” location. The team anxiously awaits your arrival to share 
their new home with the Erie community.
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American Tinning & Galvanizing Co.
Carolyn Beck

Constance Brereton
Thomas & Kathy Burik
Chris & Maria Ehrman

Alice Fuhrman
Charlotte Fuhrman

Charles & Susan Furr
Peter & Jane Gilewicz

Ed & Rita Goebel
Maxine Gold

Chris & Jennie Hagerty
Janet Hammond
Alana Handman
Martha Hilbert
House of Prayer

Gay Kilmer
Shirlee Kirk Haden

Midge Klebes
Jane Kuhn

Dan & Marianne Levstek
Lillis McKibben Bongiovanni & Co.

Meg Loncharic

2020 Vision Virtual Beginnings Donors
Together we are making “magic” happen!

Margaret Matthews
Mary Janet McIntyre

H. Jean McMillin
Diane McQuaid

Ann Miller
Timothy & Lisa NeCastro

Mary Lou Neithamer
Mimi O’Connor

James & Susan Ohrn
Barbara Pollock

Andrea Price
Brenda Ragosta
Marilyn Reiser
Marilyn Renkes

Rodney & Carol Riblett
Robin Scheppner

Gertrude Simmons
Barbara Steele

Carla Storrs
Daniel & Mary Ann Tempestini

Elizabeth VanHoozer
Barbara Walk

Sr. Patricia Whalen RSM



Women & Children Served:
Women in Families  21

Single Women  23

Children  34

Total Number Served 78

18%  of the women we served are  
counted as homeless youth  
between 18 to 24 years old

97%  of the women we served have a mental 
health diagnosis

54%  struggle with drug and/or alcohol abuse

81%  of our women have a history of domestic 
violence, while 

68%  of them are currently fleeing domestic 
violence

22%  are chronically homeless, one of the criteria 
HUD focuses on for funding

Total Shelter Nights  6,677

Dress for Success® Erie Suitings  354

1039 East 27th Street
Erie, PA 16504

www.mcwerie.org


