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Sponsored ministry of the  
Sisters of Mercy

Mission and Vision Statement

Our Mission: 
Mercy Center for Women is a sponsored ministry of the Sisters of 
Mercy of the Americas and is committed to enhancing the dignity of 
each person it serves through the healing of body, mind and spirit.

Mercy Center for Women provides:
	 Safe and supportive transitional housing, education and 

counseling for homeless women with or without children.

	 Connection with social service agencies and volunteers to form 
a network of ongoing support, mentoring and education to our 
residents and women in the community.

	 An environment based on spirituality and ethical values.

Vision Statement: 
Women to restore hope, wholeness and stability for self and children.
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Jennie

Dear Family and Friends of the Mercy Center,
Another year has gone by for the Mercy Center for Women.  A year 
where the 25th Anniversary evolved into a beautiful journey full of 
memories.  Each event celebrated brought true meaning to the mission 
of “serving others.”  The 25th Anniversary Gala was the “Signature 
Event” and provided the Sisters of Mercy the opportunity to be 
recognized for their time, talents and treasures.  

The Annual Review for 2018-2019 shares the generosity from family, 
friends, businesses, acquaintances and our community.  The stories are 
surreal and the outcomes serve to inspire the women with a journey 
full of hope.  Our donors believe and support the mission of the Mercy 
Center.  Our program is filled with women and children who hunger 
for a tomorrow of independency.  Our community partners work together to provide the resources 
necessary to nurture both mom and child.

A trip around the corner can transform an indifferent acquaintance into a passionate lifetime friend.  
These are the friendships developed and retained at the Mercy Center.  The clients we serve make 
deep meaningful relationships.  They share in life a harmony only understood by each other.  It is 
the passion which motivates their stratagem of life.  

What is the forecast for the Mercy Center in 2020?  A new building to enhance the existing 
mission into permanent housing.  The former Holy Rosary School building will serve as an Anchor 
building with collaborative partners in EUMA, Early Connections and supportive health-services.  
This 2.5-million-dollar campaign will positively impact lives.  The building design will offer 14 
apartments, both single and double occupancy, with a living room, kitchen, bath and bedroom.  

You make the dreams of those we care for – a reality.  The burning passion to help others is 
recognized throughout the Annual Review.  If you hold tightly to your possessions, you will never 
fully know the life you may have changed or inspired.  If you are willing to think big and dream 
great dreams, there are no limits to what you can achieve.

Thank you for sharing your gifts with our women and children seeking a better tomorrow.  You may 
not realize it, but you may have saved a life along the way.

Christmas Blessings,

Jennie Hagerty 
Executive Director

I want to be thoroughly used up when I die, for the harder I work the more I live.   
I rejoice in life for its own sake.  Life is no brief candle to me; it is a sort of splendid 

torch which I’ve got hold of for the moment and I want to make it burn as brightly as 
possible before handing it off to future generations.   ~ George Bernard Shaw
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Melinda Albright, MCW Graduate of the Year 2019
When you first meet Melinda, you instantly notice her vibrant personality and free spirit. She has a way about her 
that draws you in and makes you want to know her. She successfully completed the program at the Mercy Center for 
Women in December of 2018.

Growing up in Clymer, NY she had a childhood where rules and accountability were inconsistent. Her mother 
struggled with undiagnosed mental health issues but loved Melinda to the best of her ability. Her dad, however, led 
a more organized lifestyle. He also had a love of learning and of music, and he and Melinda held a deep passion for 
classic rock.

At a Christmas Eve gathering when she was eight, Melinda tried her first drink. She liked the feeling it gave her; she felt 
excited and more engaged with her surroundings. She began associating with older kids who drank, did drugs, and 
shoplifted. This was the beginning of an addiction which continued to escalate during her teens and into her 20s.

Melinda moved around often, sometimes staying with family, other times with friends. She reconnected with a 
childhood friend, Tom, and they began a relationship which included partying and emotional co-dependency. 
Although their relationship could be tumultuous, they truly cared for one another. They share a son together named 
Tommy.

On their way home from a county fair, they were hit by a drunk driver. While recovering from the accident, they 
became addicted to the opioids that were prescribed for pain. Tom went to a rehab facility in Buffalo to detox, but 
Melinda wasn’t ready for that yet. Her first time in rehab came when Tommy was two years old. When she was 
released three weeks later, she immediately relapsed.

After attending AA meetings and having stretches of sobriety, Melinda continued to seek help but unfortunately  
relapsed. Her moment of accountability came when she was arrested in New York and extradited to Pennsylvania 
on warrants. She spent three months in the Erie County Prison. While she was there, she had the realization that the 
only person who could help her was herself. When she was released, 
Melinda spent an additional three months at the House of Healing 
before arriving at Mercy Center.

She spent eight months healing and finding the inner peace that she had 
always sought. After graduating from Mercy Center, Melinda moved into 
her own apartment and worked at Steak n’ Shake. When the business 
closed, she used it as an opportunity to become a Certified Recovery 
Specialist, which is a peer-based program that helps those in recovery 
get the services they need to be successful. Melinda also completed 
classes to become certified in medical billing and coding.

Currently, Melinda works in the ER at Millcreek Community Hospital. 
She keeps in touch with everyone at Mercy Center and is always willing 
to “pay-it-forward” to help others. As she continues to grow as a person, 
Melinda aspires to be a dependable mother to her son Tommy, a better 
daughter, and loyal friend. She is definitely on her way to achieving 
these goals.
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MCW 25th Anniversary 
The Mercy Center for Women celebrated 25 years with family, friends and community leaders 
highlighted at the Bayfront Convention Center on October 5, 2019.  Family, friends and community 
leaders came together to recognize the Sisters of Mercy.  Through their vision, the Mercy Center for 
Women provides a future of countless opportunities for women and children.  25 years later, the Center 
continues to move forward in building collaborations with community agencies and leaders.  

    Sister JoAnne Courneen and Sister Patricia Whalen shared the story of how the 
Mercy Center came to fruition.  The audience was captivated by the beginning 
of Hope House in 1985.  The Sisters walked the journey with the women from 
inception.  They served as house managers working 12-hour shifts, providing a 
safe home for women and children to rest and become independent.  Bishop 
Lawrence T. Persico shared in his remarks his admiration and respect for the Sisters 
of Mercy.  Bishop Persico also applauded the efforts over the years to maintain 
housing and a nurturing environment to homeless women and children escaping 

domestic violence and addiction.  Mayor Joe Schember acknowledged the Sisters and their contributions 
to the Erie Community.  He was grateful for the vision of growth and expansion in the future.  Both 
Bishop Persico and Mayor Schember were humbled to be a part of this wonderful milestone.

   We look forward to the future of the Mercy Center as we begin the transformation of Holy Rosary 
School where we will be able to serve more families in need. Our affiliate, Dress for Success Erie will 
be moving their services and boutique to Holy Rosary in early 2020.  The former classrooms will be 
transformed into seven apartments during  the first phase of the renovations. Phase two will be completed 
in 2021.

   Thank you to our generous sponsors and donors who have helped make this dream a reality. We are 
grateful for the Erie community’s belief in our mission, the leadership of our Executive Director Jennie 
Hagerty, and especially for the vision of Catherine McAuley and the Sisters of Mercy. 
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Triple Crown  
Event Sponsor
Anonymous Donor

Alumnae Dinner
Pat & Leslee Burns 
Valerie Greene
Bill & Martha Hilbert
Bruce & Nancy Kern
Laura Lewis
Society of Holy Trinity
South Erie Turners

Butterfly Effect
Pat & Leslee Burns
Tami Carrara
Patrick DeMarco
ECGRA
Northwest Bank
Peterson’s Property Maintenance
PHB Inc.

Event Sponsors
Purse & Pearl
Accudyn Products Inc.
Champion Ford-Volvo of Erie
Custom Engineering
FirstEnergy
Frontier General Contracting
Great Lakes Institute of Technology
Hallman Chevrolet
Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield
Scott & Amy Cuzzola-Kern
LECOM
Lincoln Metal Recycling
Mercyhurst University
Morlin Inc
National Fuel Gas
Northwest Bank
Peterson’s Property Maintenance
PHB Inc.
Plastek Group
Premier Conduit
Presque Isle Downs & Casino
Sisters of Mercy of the Americas
Transportation Solutions
UPMC Hamot Health Foundation
UPMC Health Plan
Wal-Mart Foundation

In-Kind Sponsors
Allburn Florist
Ambridge Rose Spa & Salon
Bayfront Convention Center
Cathedral Preparatory School
Grise’ Audio Visual Center
Holy Rosary Catholic Church
Hobby Lobby
KimKopy
Lorei Portraits
Printing Concepts, Inc.

Coffee Bar Sponsor
Erie Federal Credit Union

Women Making History
AmeriHealth Caritas
Edinboro University of Pennsylvania 
First Energy
John & Nancy Hilbert 
Lincoln Metal Recycling
National Fuel Gas
Saint Mary’s Home of Erie
Society of Holy Trinity

In-Kind Sponsors
Dahlkemper’s Jewelry Connection
Lorei Portrait Studio - Paul Lorei
Mary D’Angelo Performing Arts Center
Presque Isle Winery
Printing Concepts, Inc.
Saint Vincent Health Center
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Financials
Sources:		

Grants	 $371,611

Gifts	 $332,516

Contributed Services & Facilities	 $298,366

Client Service Fees	 $35,837

Special Projects & Fundraising	 $139,561

Investment Return	 $114,303

Miscellaneous Income	 $2,383

TOTAL REVENUES	 $1,294,577	 100%

Distribution:		

Program Expenses:	 $856,280

  Shelter & Dress for Success 

Supporting Service Expenses:

  Management & General	 $303,929

Fundraising	 $166,269

TOTAL EXPENSES	 $1,326,478	 100%	

		

Grants Received		

City of Erie Emergency Shelter	 $11,242

PHARE	 $41,666

County of Erie Office of Mental Health/Intellectual Disabilities	 $31,746

Erie County Office of Drug & Alcohol Abuse	 $33,265

NAP	 $74,290

WEAR/Going Places	 $16,167

PA Workwear Program	 $122,741

Other Grants	 $40,494

TOTAL GRANTS	 $371,611

Contributed Services & 
Facilities

23%

Client Service  
Fees
3%

Special Projects & 
Fundraising

11%

Miscellaneous 
Income
>1%

Program Expenses
65%

Supporting Service Expenses:
Management & General 

23%

Fundraising 
12%

Grants
28%

Gifts
26%

Investment 
Return

9%
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Barbara Abbott
Accudyn Products, Inc.
Lynn Ackerman
Joyce Adams
Brenda Adams
Dr. J.M. Adovasio
Aetna Foundation Inc.
Anna Marie Ager
Shirley Agnew
Helen Agresti
David Aitken
Walter Akus
Mary Anne Albaugh
Jay & Ruth Alberstadt
Carol Alberstadt
Sherry Alberter
All Saints Church
Linda & Maurice Allen
Sarah Allen
Margaret Allin
Gina Allison
Melanie Alo
Amazon Smile
Francine Amendola
American Legion Auxiliary Post 771
American Legion Post 571
American Tinning & Galvanizing Co.
Americo Federal Credit Union
AmeriHealth Caritas
Kim Amon
Lisa Anderson
Catherine Anderson
David Andrzejewski
Anonymous
Antioch Baptist Church
Kathleen Anysz
API Technologies Corp.
Association of Legal Administrators
Joan August
Charles Augustine
John & Kristi Bailey
Ann Baloga
Bank of America Charitable Foundation
Loretta Baran
Lori & Joseph Barber
Barber National Institute
Robert & Jeanette Barczynski
Sharla Bardin
Delores Bargielski
Jill Barlow
Mary Barrett
Toni & Pat Barry
Debra Bartle
Lois Bartos
Tom & Roberta Batten
Candace Battles
Paula Bauda
Aimee Baumann
Bryan & Gretchen Baumann
Lisa Baumgardner
Diane Baumgardner
Nicole Bawol
Susan Baxter

 Jennifer Bayhurst
 BD Bank of America
 Mackenzie Beach
 Carolyn Beck
 Emily Beck
 Doris A. Bednarski
 Jeanne Behan
 Judy Bekeny
 David & Kathy Belczyk
 Belle Valley Fire Dept Ladies Aux.
 Nancy Bender
 Benedictine Sisters of Erie
 Pat & Pete Benekos
 Robert & Diane Bestvina
 Beta Sigma Phi
 Kristen Bires
 Tammy Birkmire
 Jim & Peg Black
 Jerrol Blair
 Diane Blake
 Carol & Jeffery Blake
 John & Janet Blakeslee
 Diana Blandi
 Jeanne Bleil
 John & Grace Bliley
 Carol Bliss
 Bloom Collaborative
 Mark & Monica Bloomstine
 Chris & Patty Bloomstine
 Tom & Peg Bly
 BNY Mellon Community Partnership
 Sandra Bock
 Gail Bodner
 Boetger Acquisition Corp
 Gary & Mary Boldt
 Dee Dee Bolt
 David Boone
 Rindy Borgia
 Gary & Laura Borowy
 Debra Bortnick
 Karen Bossart
 Douglas Boudreau
 Barbara Bowers
 April & Dave Boyd
 John & Karen Bozza
 Jean Bracalento
 Barbara Brairton
 Breakiron Jewelers
 Constance Brereton
 Julie Breski
 Jeanne Brimm
 Dick & Victoria Brogdon
 Biddy Brooks
 Elizabeth Brown
 Marilyn Brown
 Sheila Brugger
 Mary Ann Brugger
 Carl & Nicole Brugger
 Naomi Bryant
 Judy & Charles Buckeye
 Kathryn Buesink Troyer
 Sharon Buffalari
 Jeffrey & Shelley Buffalari
 Kay Buffington
 Builders’ Hardware
 Marjorie Burbee
 Michael & Maria Burenko
 Jeffery & Ginnie Burger

 Thomas & Kathy Burik
 Patrick & Leslee Burns
 Sandra Burr
 Noreen Burt
 Diane Burton
 Fran Buseck
 Kurt Buseck
 Darlene Bush
 Stanley & Joan Butler
 Tamika Butler
 Lt. Col. Richard & Catharina Buys
 C.A. Curtze Co.
 Cafaro Foundation
 Marlene Calder
 Kellie Caldwell
 Dr. Michele Campbell
 Canfield Auto Radiator, Inc.
 Lydia Caparosa
 Willis & Mary Cardot
 Shirley Carl
 Lisa Carlin
 Donna Carlino
 Carl & Michele Carlotti
 Gloria Carlson
 Bill Carney
 Tami Carrara
 Daniel & Theresa Casane
 Cascade Club
 Kenneth Caserta
 Erin Cauley
 Meg & Brian Celidonia
 James & Maureen Chadwick
 Joan Chalikian
 Robert Chambers
 Barbara Chambers
 Champion Ford - Volvo of Erie
 Charming Charlie
 Sandra Chermack
 Diane Chido
 Lisa & Kenneth Chinsky
 Cheryl Chiota
 Julie Christiansen
 Carol Ann Christie
 Joanne and Anthony Ciampa
 Dom & Joanne Cipriani
 City of Erie
 Karen & Matthew Clark
 John Jr. & Loretta Clark
 Roger & Mary Jane Clark
 Jim Clement
 Kendal Clouse
 Denis & Mary Frances Coan
 Edith Coccarelli
 Ellen & Cee Colao
 Dr. & Mrs. Dennis Cole
 James & Patricia Colvin
 Lori Colvin
 Keith Comi
 Bonnie Conley
 Kelly Connole
 Daniel Connolly
 Susan Corbran
 Christopher Corpora
 Charlene & Peter Correa
 Linda Corsi
 Matt & Kristen Costa
 Carol Costello
 County of Erie

 Deborah Craft
 Robyn & Steve Crago
 Craige Pepper Family Foundation
 Dr. John & Susan Criswell
 Carol Crockett
 Mary Crolli
 Crop Walk Funds
 Suzanne Csop
 Donna Cummings
 James Curren
 Christopher Curtis
 Fritz & Michelee Curtze
 Mark & Karen Custer
 Custom Engineering, Co.
 Ann Czajka
 Kathy & Dan Dahlkemper
 Dahlkemper’s Jewelry Connection
 Mary Dallas
 Jim & Kathy Dammeyer
 Damsel in Defense
 Daneri for DA
 DANK Chapter 71
 Mary Beth Danowski
 David & Brenda Darling
 Sharon Davenport
 Bob & Carol Davidson
 Andrea Davis
 Patricia Davis
 Kim Davis
 Maryanne Dawn
 Connie Day
 Cynthia Dean
 Polly DeDad
 Nancy DeHaven
 Holly Deitrick
 Karen DeLeon
 Delta Kappa Gamma Society - Gamma Chapter
 Dr. Patrick DeMarco
 Debbie Deniziak
 Marie & Joe Desser
 David & Pat Devine
 John & Susan Dey
 Richard & Priscilla Dibacco
 Leah & David Dieteman
 Gayle Dieter
 Joan Dill
 Janice DiLuzio
 Patty DiNicola
 Phyllis DiNicola
 Lou & Ellen DiPlacido
 Phyllis DiPlacido
 Fran DiSanti
 Ernest & Betsy DiSantis
 Michael & Jill Divito
 Gay Diz
 Phyllis Dodick
 Julianne Dolecki
 Josephine Donahue
 Frances & Dennis Donatelli-Sprake
 Tina Donikowski
 Lynn Douds
 Larry Doughty
 Dr. & Mrs. David & Beverly Doupe
 Maryanne Down
 Dress for Success Worldwide
 Rachel DuChateau
 Donna Duma
 Bette Dunagan

 Hon. Michael Dunlavey
 Kurt & Kelly Duska
 Maureen Quinn Dwyer
 Natalie Dwyer-Haller
 Becky & Mike Dzurik
 ECGRA
 Edinboro University Foundation
 Alice Edwards
 Kelly & Demaris Edwards
 Brian Edwards
 Verna Ehret
 Chris & Maria Ehrman
 Susan & Harry Eighmy
 Elks Lodge #67 Ladies Auxiliary
 Mr. Thomas Elward
 Employees Community Services
 Employees of Juvenile Probation
 Dr. Eileen Engel
 Erie Audiology Inc.
 Erie City Mission
 Erie Community Foundation
 ECF -  The 2006 Barrett C. Walker Family Fund
 ECF - Bill & Martha Hilbert Family Fund
 ECF - Bruce & K.D. Raimy Fund
 ECF - The Walter Family Fund
 ECF - The John M. & Gertrude E. Petersen Fund
 ECF - The Carlson Family Fund
 ECF - The Kern Family Foundation Fund
 Erie County Retirees Association
 Erie Downtown Partnership
 Erie First Assembly of God
 Erie Insurance Group
 Erie Maennerchor Auxiliary
 Erie Philharmonic Inc
 Erie Promotions & Expos Inc
 Erie Strayer Employees Welfare Fund
 Erie-Crawford Labor Council
 Eriez Manufacturing Co
 Susan Euliano
 Emily Evans
 Robin Evans
 Arlene & John Evans
 Mary Ann Fabin
 Claire & John Fair
 Tom & Connie Falvey
 Kristine Fapore
 Cynthia Farabaugh-Hood
 Linda & Ken Fatica
 Jim & Kate Fatter
 Ruben & Becky Fechner
 Julie Fedders
 Thomas & Angela Feeney
 Fr. Jason Feigh
 Ellen Feketi
 Lorianne Feltz
 Danielle Ferl
 Dr. Juan Fernandez
 Nina Ferraro
 Jill Fessler
 George & Heather Fickenworth
 Kathy & Steve Findlay
 Rebecca Finn
 FirstEnergy
 Veronica Fisher
 Ina & Edward Jr. Fisher
 William & Carolyn Fisher
 Anna Flanagan
 Kenneth Fleming

Our Donors
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 Kathleen Fling
 Michelle Floros
 Diane Fogle
 Kathleen Fogle
 Shari Fogleboch
 John & Kim Fontecchio
 Mary M. Forgenie
 Anna Frantz
 Carol Freeman
 Fresh Erie LLC.
 Kathy Frisina
 Toni Frisina
 Mary Fromknecht
 Frontier General Contracting Inc.
 Charlene Fucci
 Alice Fuhrman
 Charlotte Fuhrman
 Hal & Mattie Fuller
 Deborah Fuller
 Mary Jo & Robert Fulton
 Sallie Fulton
 Mary Pat Furey
 Lawrence Furey
 Charles & Susan Furr
 Esther Gallagher
 Rev. Leo J. Gallina
 Gannon University
 Michael & Marcia Ganska
 Vince Gardner
 Brittany Garity
 Louise Garrelts
 David & Maria Gartrell
 James & Dolores Garvey
 Mitchell Gatesman
 Bill & Sharon Gdaniec
 GE United Way Campaign
 Ronald Geer
 Jim & Joan Gehrlein
 Marti & Gordon Gehrlein
 Nancy Genek
 General Electric Matching Funds
 Pat Genung
 Gloria Gerbracht
 Diane Gerlach
 Christine Gerlock
 Sarah Giesler
 Peter & Jane Gilewicz
 Kelley Glass
 Bill & Patty Gloekler
 Rita & Ed Goebel
 Cynde & Aron Goldberg
 Carol & Francis Gonser
 Brenda & Carol Good
 Kelly Goodelle
 Lilia Gorodinsky
 Dorothy Jay Gould
 Mr. & Mrs. Michael Grab
 Chris Grabowski
 Linda Graff
 Linda Graham
 Mary Beth Graml
 Hank & Betty Graygo
 Mary Graziano
 Great Lakes Institute of Technology
 Great Lakes Insurance Svcs Group
 Valerie Greene
 Greene Township Lioness Club
 Jerome Gressley

 Leonard & Mary Alice Grieco
 Griffith Properties
 Dolores & David Griswold
 Shirley Grobson
 Karen Groshek
 Barb Guelcher
 Donkia Gunther
 Patricia Gustafson
 Pamela Gutting
 Debbie Hafner
 Tom Hagen
 John Hagerty
 Jennie & Chris Hagerty
 Connie Haibach
 Mary Alice Haibach
 David Halas
 Bonnie Hall
 Marcia Haller
 Ann Haller
 David & Andrea Hallman
 Ann & Vinnie Halupczynski
 Colleen Hammon
 Miki Hammond
 Janet Hammond
 Alison Hanna
 Alan Hannibal
 Maureen Haraczy
 Patricia Hardner
 Michelle Harkins
 Kathleen & Mark Harrington
 Veronica Harrison
 Dennis & Barbara Hart
 Nadia Havard
 Linda Havrilla
 Doug & Kathy Hayes
 Patricia Heard
 Lisa Helsley
 Mary Hemme
 Jim & Amee Herdzik
 Danielle Hermann
 Margaret Hervin
 Cheryl Hettman
 Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield
 John & Nancy Hilbert
 Bill & Martha Hilbert
 Janice Hill
 Cheryl & Melvin Hirst
 Kenneth Hitz
 Matthew & Allison Hodas
 Jennifer Hoffman
 Carol Holdnack
 Holy Rosary Catholic Church
 Dahte Homan
 Home Depot
 Candice & Gary Hoover
 Gwyn Horner
 Mary Horvath
 House of Mercy
 House of Prayer
 Linda Houston
 Peter & Barbara Howard
 Janet Howard
 Patricia Ann Howell
 Rebecca Hower
 Tom & Maureen Hubert
 James & Michele Hubert
 Lynette Hughes
 Rev. Carl & Kathy Hull

 Wayne Humphreys
 Christine Hunkele
 Tauna Hunter
 Roberta Hurd
 Therese Husted
 Huzar Club
 Jim & Jane Hynes
 Karen & Brad Imig-Carns
 InspiriTec Inc (PA WW)
 Tony Snow & Kathy Iorio-Snow
 Mark & Laura Izzo
 Timothy Jackson
 Oliver Jackson
 David & Peggy Sue Jacquel
 Fr. John Jacquel
 Mary Janas
 Amanda Jantzi
 John M. & Gertrude E. Petersen Foundation
 Sylvia Johnson
 Jacklyn Johnson
 Vicki & Alan Johnson
 Robert & Penny Johnson
 Regina Johnson
 Vicki & Alan Johnson
 Corinne Johnson
 Katie & Matthew Jones
 Carol Jones
 Donna Jones
 Dr. Brian & Krista Jones
 Dyan Jones
 Verneta Jordan
 Peggy Jordano
 Debbie Joslyn
 Dawn Kagiavas
 Sandy Kalic
 James & Norma Kalie
 Toni Kaliszak
 Dave & Mary Kay Kalivoda
 Doug Karaisz
 Patricia Kasony
 Janet Kassir
 Janice & James Kehl
 Carisa Keim
 Michael Keim
 Tony & Ginny Keim
 Denise Keim
 Robin Keisel
 Lisa Keller
 Janet Kelley
 Dudley & Susanne Kelsey
 Shelia Kemp
 Richard & Louise Kemp
 Sandy & John Kempisty
 Linda Kennedy
 Shawn Keough-Hartz
 Scott & Amy Cuzzola-Kern
 Bruce & Nancy Kern
 Bonnie & Bruce Kern II
 KeyBank Foundation
 Evelyn Kiehlmeier
 Danyelle Kiehlmeier
 Irene Kieklak
 Dr. Jay & Sharon Kiessling
 Mark & Terrie Kilbert
 Gay Kilmer
 Pam Kindle
 Barb King
 Kingsley United Methodist Church

 Tom Kinney
 Shirlee Kirk Haden
 Kathy & Dennis Kitchen
 Midge Klebes
 Shirley Knierman
 Knights of St. John
 Knox Law Firm
 Jen Kohler
 Angie Kontur
 Edward & Patricia Kopay
 Sue & Bob Koprowski
 Pat Kosobucki
 Brian & Kristin Kowaleski
 Rosanna Kozlowski
 Bobbie Kozlowski
 Dawn Kraft
 Ron & Karen Krahe
 Connie Kraus
 Allene Kraus
 Corinne Kraus
 Lori Krause
 Ms. Anita Kraut
 Jennifer Kremer
 Fr. Dan Kresinski
 Ms. Margaret Krivonak
 Carol Kroh
 Joy Kronenberger
 Frank Kroto
 Margaret & David Krumpe
 Andrea Kruzelyak
 Joanne Kubinski
 Thomas & Debra Kubinski
 Carla Kuebler
 Mary Kuhn
 Jane Kuhn
 John Kuilman
 Kevin & Tracy Kunik
 Andrew & Barb Kwiatkowski
 La Nuova Aurora
 Robert & Patricia Lacy
 Renee Lamis
 Elaine Lamm
 Chris & Vickie Lampe
 Patrick Lampel
 Crystal Lander
 Albert & Laura Lang
 Ms. Sally Lanz
 Stella LaPaglia
 Urban & Mary Lariccia
 Lisa LaRocca
 Kathy Lastowski
 Jim & Chris Laughlin
 Joe Lauzze
 Kim Lawrence
 Duncan & Minerva Lawrie
 Erin Layden
 LECOM
 Charla Leemhuis
 Rebecca Leonard
 Marie Lesh
 Dan & Marianne Levstek
 Laura Lewis
 Georgia Lewis
 Sarah Lewis
 Mary Ellen Lieb
 Frank & Judy Liebentritt
 Samantha Lincoln
 Lincoln Recycling

 Mary Ann & Dennis Little
 Marilyn Livosky
 Logistics Plus
 Patricia Long
 Lord Corp. - Good Neighbor Fund
 Paul Lorei
 Denise Lorei
 Craig Lorei
 Roger & Sharon Lorei
 Marilyn Losapio
 Josie & Al Lubiejewski
 Sheryl Lucas
 Carol Luczynski
 Mark & Diane Lugin
 Amy Lund
 Lew Lutton
 Jim & Jennifer Lyons
 Lisa R. Maas
 Dr. Michael & Mary Machuga
 Catilda Madonia
 Chris & Mary Ellen Magoc
 David & Andrea Maille
 Mary Beth Maione
 Susan Majoris
 Barbara Maksin
 Alan Maldet
 Stephanie Maleno
 Jack & Penny Malovich
 Jim & Mary Malue
 Tyler Mancinelli
 Jan Mandel
 Jessica Mando
 Lisa Manendo
 Cathy Mankosa
 Terri Mann
 Betty Mansel
 Nancy Marchini
 Carol Marsden
 Chuck & Bonnie Marshall
Mr. Dennis Martin
 Jean Martin
 Michael P. Martin
 Bob & Joan Martter
 Gerrie Marz
 Pam Masi
 Elizabeth Masi
 William & Pamela Masiroff
 Margaret Matthews
 Thomas Matusiak
 Claudia Matz
 Erin May
 Kevin & Barb Mazon
 P. Barry & Kristine McAndrew
 Frank & Mary McBride
 Shari McBride
 Sr. Joan McCabe, RSM
 Julie McCain
 Colleen C. McCarthy
 Janine McClintic
 Christine H. McClure
 Ms. Sandy McConahy
 Jule McCormack
 Liz & Timothy McCormick
 Connor McCracken
 Sr. Phyllis McCracken
 Nathan & Mary McCutcheon
 Marilyn McDaniel
 Karen McEnery
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 Carrie McGaffick
 Jeannie McGinley
 Renee McGowan
 Patty McGuinness
 Nadine McIntosh
 Elynor McIntosh
 Janet McIntyre
 Daria McKay
 Charles & Judy McKay
 Linda & James McKibben
 Aimee McKinney
 Betty McKnight
 Patty McMahon
 Jean McMillin
 Mercedes & Bob McNutt
 Diane McQuaid
 Namon & Brenda McWilliams
 Mechanical Contractors Assoc of NW PA
 Bill & Karen Meeker
 James & Kathleen Meko
 Kimberly Melaragno
 Marilyn Melhuish
 Mercy Terrace Apartments
 Mercyhurst Preparatory School
 Mercyhurst University
 Heather Merlino
 Kathy Merrill
 Vicki Merski
 Messiah Lutheran Church
 Brian & Karen Meyer
 Michael Grab Architect
 Julie Michalski
 Sherri Mikel
 Ann Miller
 Karen Miller
 Judy Minichelli
 Earl & Jay Mittelmeier
 Bill Mollette
 John & Christine Mong
 Moniuszko Singing Society
 Marco & Betsy Monsalve
 Dr. Mary Moon
 Jim & Sharon Morey
 Morlin, Inc.
 David Morphy
 April Morrison
 Steve Morton
 Mary Ann Morton-Bliley
 Brenda Moski
 Frank Mouyard
 Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church
 Patricia Muehl
 Dr. Dawna T. Mughal
 Catherine Murphy
 Dorothy Murphy
 Deborah Murphy
 Gen & Harvey Murray
 John & Mary Ita Musatto
 Darla Myers
 Maria & David Myron
 Nabet - CWA  Local 28
 Charlene Napierkowski
 Nancy Lee Nardo
 National Fuel Gas
 Tim & Lisa NeCastro
 Dorothy Negro
 Delis Negron
 Mary Lou Neithamer
 Charlotte Neizmik

 Patricia Nemenz
 Loretta Nesselhauf
 Network for Good
 William and Sue Neumaier
 Marian Nicks
 Nancy Nieder
 Gery & Lisa Nietupski
 Kathleen Nihur
 Eileen Nill
 Kathy Noce
 Barrie Nolan
 Susan Norrgran
 Northwest Bank
 Janet Nowak
 Holly Nowak
 Mr. & Mrs. James Nuber
 Betty Young - NW PA National Organization 

for Women
 Suzanne O’Connell
 Mimi O’Connor
 Carla O’Connor
 Sherry O’Leary
 Bernie Oatman
 Steve Odom
 Sue & Jim Ohrn
 Courtney Olevnik
 Darlene Omark
 Elizabeth Opp
 Nancy Orlando
 Rita Orzel
 Denise Ott
 Krista Ott
 Our Lady of Peace Catholic Church
 Our Lady of the Lake
 Mary Ann Owoc
 Lauren Packer
 Sarah & Ryan Palm
 Maria Palucki
 Sr. Donna Marie Paolini
 Diane & John Parente
 Pam Parker
 Mr. George Parker
 Heidi Parr Kerner
 Partnership of Women Religious
 Janet Pasco
 Gregory Passauer
 Marti Pastore
 Elizabeth Patnode
 Jenell Patton
 Remlee Peck
 Marion Pennock
 PEO Sisterhood - Chapter X
 Caroline Percopo
 Ann Perkins
 Valerie Perkins
 Laurene Peterman
 Margo Peters
 Kacie Peterson
 Jerome & Joan Peterson
 Peterson’s Property Maintenance
 Laura Petrella
 Robert & Janice Petri
 Margaret Pett
 Linda Pfeffer
 PHARE Project
 PHB Inc
 Christine Phillips
 Megan Phillips

 Gerri Piecuch
 Paul Pilatowski
 Doris & Jeffrey Pinski
 MaryAnn Piocioni
 Darlene Piotrowski
 Judy Pisano
 Jeri Pistone
 James Piszker
 Plastek Group
 Pointe Foure
 Polish Falcons Club 610
 Barbara Pollock
 Patricia Popovich
 Port Erie Plastics
 Laura Powierza
 Karen Prather
 David & Judy Pratt
 Joan Preizenski
 Presque Isle Corvette Club
 Presque Isle Downs Casino
 Andrea Price
 Susan Prichard
 Primanti Corporation
 Arthur & Rose Provost
 Arlene Publicover
 Pulaski Club
 Gloria Pulford
 Traci Pulice-Loomis
 Penny Qualls
 Thomas & Sandy Quiggle
 Kathy Quinn
 Nancy Quint
 Mary & Steve Radack
 Dick & Willie Rahner
 Richard Rambaldo
 Kathy Randall
 Briana Ranson
 Jeanette Rapela
 Stefan & Rosalee Rastetter
 RAZL LLC c/o The Company
 Red Fox Inn
 Jenny Redick
 Kathy Rees
 Trudy Reichert
 Marilyn Reiser
 Lorraine Revak
 Rexnord Foundation Inc.
 Keith Reynolds
 Carol & Rodney Riblett
 Diva Ricart
 Patrick & Ellen Richards
 Sheila & Thomas Richter
 Christina Rickrode
 Gretchen Rickrode
 Sherry Rieder
 Christine Riehl
 Kathy Rindosh
 Pam & Mike Rinn
 Msgr. Gerald Ritchie
 Rosemary Ritter
 Ashley Rizzo
 Lora Roberts
 Dave & Marilyn Robertshaw
 Roman Catholic Diocese of Erie
 Roofers Local 210
 Sharon & Shawn Rooney
 Wayne Rose
 Barbara Roseborough

 Lois Ross
 Justin Ross
 John & Beverly Rossi
 Terry Rotunda
 Ron & Karen Rudler
 Meghan Rumberger
 Vicki Rupprecht
 Donna Rush
 Carolyn Ruth
 Jim & Mary Rutkowski
 Linda Rybar
 Dr. Ravinder Sabherwal
 SafeNet
 Saint Mary’s Home of Erie
 Lori Sala
 Anthony & Wanda Salvia
 Michael Samsel
 Karen Sandell
 James & Carolyn Sanford
 Mary Sansone
 Laura Savelli
 Jetta Savelli
 Lucille Savelli
 Olive & John Scalzitti
 John Scalzitti
 Mary E. Schaaf
 Jennifer Schade
 Dr. Benjamin Scharff
 Carmen Schattner
 Gisela Schattner
 Rev. Bob & Shirley Schell
 Joe & Rhonda Schember
 Robin Scheppner
 Suzanne Scheuer Leone
 Rita & Paul Schmitt
 Marianne Schneider
 Ann Schoeller
 Michelle Schrimper
 Sr. Michele Schroeck
 Autumn Schubert
 Erin Schumacher
 Sally Schuster
 Elaine Schwab
 Beverly Schwab
 Peter & Eleanor Scibetta
 Mary Scolio
 Ann & Thad Scott
 Ann Marie & Steve Scutella
 Seaway Manufacturing Corp.
 Dr. Joseph & Julianna Semple
 Senior Helpers of Erie
 William Sennett
 Mavis Sergeant
 Emily Sertz
 Gretchen Seth
 Sew What
 Atty. Gary & Barbara Shapira
 Swadesh Sharma
 Marilyn Sharp
 Russell Sheehan
 Michael & Shelly Sheridan
 Sherwin Williams
 Carla Shields
 John Shimeck
 Leah Show
 Annalynn Shuttleworth
 Ron Sickler
 Mrs. Diane Sickles
 Amelia Sidun

 SignsNow
 Veronica Silay
 Gertrude Simmons
 Lee & Mary Simmons
 Father Jerome Simmons
 Bob Simoneau
 Rita Sink
 Beth Sipple
 Sisters of Mercy
 Sisters of Mercy of the Americas
 Sisters of St. Joseph
 Karen Skarupski
 Richard & Mary Skladanowski
 David Slomski
 Slovak National Club
 Tania Small
 Sarah Smallwood
 Amy Smerick
 Charlene Smith
 Deborah Smith
 Pete & Debbie Smith
 Dr. Mary Hembrow Snyder
 Deb Sobina
 Society of Holy Trinity
 South Erie Turners
 Shelly Spacht
 Anita Squeglia
 St. Mark the Evangelist Church
 St. Patrick School Mission Club
 St. Peter & Paul Catholic Church
 St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
 Karen Staab
 Therese & Ken Staaf
 Ryan Stadler
 Stairways Behavioral Health
 Starbucks
 Linda Staszewski
 Gretchen Stearns
 Tom & Santina Stearns
 Lauren Steele
 Barbara Steele
 Cheryl Steele
 Stacey Steen
 Meghan Stefanko
 Bill & Joy Steger
 Linda Stephens
 Pauline Stevens
 Cheryl & Michael Stewart
 David & Nancy Stewart
 Ruth Stiles
 Jim & Sharon Stoik
 Carla Storrs
 Rosanna & Roy Strausbaugh
 Julia Strzalka
 Students 4 Christ
 Rob & Rebecca Styn Mahrt
 Marnie Sullivan
 Sunset Optics
 Dr. Philip & Carol Susann
 Sue Sutto
 Diane Swalley
 Ruth Swaney
 Mary Swaney
 Pamela Swanson
 Dr. Leo & Linda Swantek
 Laurie Sweeney
 Matt & Sherry Sweny
 Natalie Sweny
 Patricia Sweny
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 Adna Tabich
 Kristen Talarico
 CarolAnn Taoukhi
 Tastefully Simple
 Karol Taylor
 Nick & Karen Tech
 Techniques Hair Design
 Ted Wood & Associates
 Dr. Mary Ann Tempestini
 Deanna Tennant
 Naomi Teperow
 The Britton Family Foundation
 The Columbus Foundation
 Jane & David Thiemann
 Judith Thomas
 Pat Thomas
 Ken & Elizabeth Thompson
 Patty Thompson
 Thrifty Clean, Inc.
 Tipsy Bean, LLC
 TJX Foundation
 Gerard & Michelle Tobin
 Mary Tobin
 Mary & Thomas Todd
 Christine Tombaugh
 Mr. & Mrs. James Toohey
 Sigma & John Toth
 Michelle Toth
 Margie Tracy
 Christine Trageser
 Gerald & Marlene Trambley
 Transportation Solutions
 Nancy Trapp
 Renee Triana
 Marlene Triana
 TRN Staffing
 Jennifer Troncone
 Marilyn Tuberson
 Dolores Tully
 Tungsten Creative Group Inc
 Jodie Turri
 Turtle’s Toy Box
 Joel Tuzynski
 Lauren Unger
 United Way (Truist) of Central Indiana Inc.
 United Way of Allegheny County
 United Way of Erie County
 UPMC Hamot Health Foundation
 UPMC Health Plan
 Rev. Bernard Urbaniak
 Rita Urbaniak
 Barbara Vahey
 Amy Valentine
 Don & Sarah Vallimont
 Pat Vallimont
 Mrs. Kara VanDyke
 Julie Vanwinkle
 Lauren Varner
 Mark & Joni Vatavuk
 Velocity Network Inc.
 Jean Vickey
 Donna Volk
 Cathy VonBirgelen
 Jeff VonBurg
 Betsy & Bill Vorsheck
 Vorsheck Family Foundation Inc.
 Lois Vosmus
 Barbara J. Wagner

 Gerard & Cynthia Waidley
 Wal-Mart Foundation
 Janice Waldemarson
 Wales Veterinary Practice
 Barbara Walk
 Gloria Walker
 Jennifer & Dean Walker
 Shawn & Jill Wallace
 Beverly & Al Walz
 Jeanne Ward
 Marilee Warner Riva
 Wayside Presbyterian Church
 Valerie Weaver
 Barbara Weber
 Rich & Sue Weber
 Vicki Weber
 Peggy Weibel
 Judy Weigold
 Susan Weiner
 Roger & Gloria Wenzel
 Dr. Charles & Lulu Weschler
 Evelyn Wesman
 Linda & Scott Whalen
 Sr. Patricia Whalen
 Cindy & Terry Whalen
 Gwendolyn White
 Donna Whitford
 Eileen Widomski
 John Widomski
 Mrs. Mary Lou Wieczorek
 Heidi Wieczorek
 Christine Wilhelm
 Rachel Wilkerson
 Marcia Williams
 Carole Wingerter
 Joyce Wingo
 Sandy Winkler
 Shirley Winschel
 Susan Winterberger
 Ken & Lori Wisniewski
 Dr. Janet Wojtalik
 Tiffany Wolf
 Caryn Wolfe
 Caroline Wolff
 The Women’s Roundtable
 Barbara Wood
 Carol Wood
 Juliann Worden
 Leah & Steven Woytek
 Carissa Wright
 Elaine Wygant
 Wyman’s Deli & Speciality Meats
 Lisa Yochim
 Robin Yorty
 Nancy Young
 Pat & George Younkin
 Lorraine Zacherl
 Joseph & Frances Zaczyk
 Keith Zambrzycki
 Pete & Dana Zaphiris
 Loni Zardus
 Mary Zenner
 Diana Ziemniak
 Laura Zirkle
 Jennifer Zukowski
 Kathy Zukowski

Dress for Success® Erie &  
W.E.A.R. Program

The Mercy Center’s Dress for Success© Erie is excited 
for spring 2020 when they move into their new 
location on the east end of Holy Rosary School. After an amazing year, they are looking 
to continue to improve and expand their programs, meeting the specific employment 
needs of women in the Erie community. Dress for Success® Erie goes beyond the suit 
ideally supports clients from job search, to employment, and beyond.

The W.E.A.R.-Women Empowered Achieve Results job readiness program has served 
over 70 women in the last two years. The one day a week, 7-week program, runs 3 
cohorts per year. It is open to any woman who is unemployed or under employed 
who can make a commitment to attending all seven classes. The dynamic curriculum 
is specifically designed to be informative, interactive, and immersive. The W.E.A.R. 
program guides women to improve their career prospects and self-confidence.

Dress for Success® Erie’s mission is to empower women to achieve economic 
independence by providing a network of support, professional attire, and career 
development tools to help women thrive in work and in life. This is accomplished 

not only through the W.E.A.R. program, but also through the suiting program that provides appropriate 
clothing for interviews and new employment. They also continue to promote women with resume writing 
and interview preparation.

Women who have successfully gained employment have the opportunity to extend their journey by 
becoming members of W.E. - Women Empowered of Dress for Success Erie. Members of this supportive 
networking group participate in monthly events to enhance their professional and personal development 
by the following seven pillars. These include workplace etiquette & communication; career & leadership 
development; work-life balance; handling personal finances; health & wellness; time management; and 
relaxation & art therapy.
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Women & Children Served:
Women in Families 	 24

Single Women 	 18

Children 	 39

Total Number Served	 81

19% of the women we served are  
counted as homeless youth  
between 18 to 24 years old.

95% of the women we served have a mental 
health diagnosis

57% struggle with drug and/or alcohol abuse

83% of our women have a history of domestic 
violence, while 

59% of them are currently fleeing domestic 
violence

Total Shelter Nights 	 7,164

Dress for Success® Erie Suitings 	 482


