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WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT THE MERCY CENTER

AND ITS WOMEN AND CHILDREN We were all once

Of the women who have been in the Mercy Center program since 1994 broken. The difference
and coulld belocated: is how we collected the
*  96% gained employment or other income sources. piecestomake uswhole

again. Thejourney

*  96% attended mental health andrelated counseling programs. is ever constant, and
*  86% obtained permanent housing, change isever present.
*  74% recuced debt. —Jennie Hagerty,

*  67% ocompleted substance abuse programs. Executive Director

*  “0” women andtheir children whograduated from Mercy Center in

the last three years returned to emergency shelters. Ouwt Mz sten
Mercy Center for Women
THE CHALLENGES TO BETTER SERVING MORE WOMEN is a sponsored ministry
* The Mercy Center receives 20 to 25housing inquiries monthly. of the Sisters of Mercy
Of those 2010 25, 13/«canbe accommodated. and is committed to

. . . ) enhancing the dignity
* To achieve total life transformation, program space for education, of each persoh it serves

career exploration, job readm&s amlalmselmgwﬂl be anessential through the healing of
partof the expanded housing project. body, mind and spirit.
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VISION 2020 CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

espite our nation’s abundant
blessings and opportunities,
homelessness continues to be a
persistent challenge to our local
COMIMUILY.
Women and their children who
apply to the Mercy Center for A\
Woarmen's programare homeless Lou Colaizzo
due to domesticviolence,
addiction, lack of education, insufficient job skills and mental health

challenges. The Mercy Center receives 20 to 25housing inquiries
monthly. Of those 2025, 13/ocanbe accommodated.

For 26years, the Mercy Center, a sponsored ministry of the Sisters of
Mercy, has been instrumental in providing homeless women and their
children a second opportunity to move forward in life. During the last

Jennie Hagerty

three years, the Mercy Center has compiled a remarkable suocess record:

“0” of the women who graduated from the Mercy Center returned to
emergency shelters!

To meet the urgent housing and recovery needs of women and their
children, the Mercy Center purchased the former Holy Rosary School in
2020. Adjacent to the current Mercy Center transitional housing facility
(1039 East 27th Street), the school will be converted into 13two-bedroom
housing apartments and program space. The transitional housing
programwill continue to transform the lives of women and children.

The cost of the purchase, conversion and furnishing of the former school
is $2.5 million.

Wamen and their children who are homeless makeupone of the most

vulnerable populations in our community. For over aquarter century, the
Mercy Center haslifted women and their children out of impossible

situations and supplied themwith the tools necessary for self-sufficiency
and independent living. The journey of their recovery will continue in the

new permanent housing facility with expanded programs.
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Campaign Chair Executive Director

Vision 2020 Capital
Campaign Cabinet

Lou Colaizzo
Campaign Chair
Senior VicePresident
Erie Insurance

Pat Burns
Senior VicePresident
Erie Insurance

Rob Doyle
President
Frontier Contracting

Cynde Goldberg
Community volunteer

Jennie Hagerty
Executive Director
Mercy Center forWomen

Tony Keim

Vice President

Senior InvestmentAdvisor
PNC

Jim Martin
Regional President
Northwest Bank

Kim Thomas
Northwest Regional Director
Pennsylvania DCED

Project Manager
Chris Jones

For further information, contact:
Jennie Hagerty

Executive Director

Mercy Center forWomen
1039 E. 27th Street

Erie, PA 16504

814-455-4577
jhagerty@mcwerie.org
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TYPICAL
ARCHITECTURAL
RENDERING OF ATWO
BEDROOM UNIT

T 1T 1

L JJ 3 b
F ...,
UNIT #1@ L@) lg!u IT #11
En B ol 5] O
coMMON "“T' _X&tﬁ LS
EDUCATIONALICOMPUTER gres - CI i , | | §W
w_ [ o n-ur_ o = s AR ST
J 1 . | G‘L . jD ¢ UTURE WORK
% = e B R0 P i i Y
PROJECT COSTS
Purchase of the school: $300,000
Conversion and construction costs & fees: $2,106,200
Security system, signage, furnishings & appliances: $95,400
Total cost: $2,501,600




THE MERCY CENTER RESTORES HOPE AND CHANGESLIVES

Rhonda’s story

few short weeks after Rhonda (not her real name) moved into the MCW (in 2014), the Center’s

dients, staff members and their families boarded a school bus and went Christmas caroling
through several brightly lit neighborhoods. As Rhonda stood in front of one beautifully decorated hame
singing Silent Night, Holy Night, she remarked, “I've been in prison since 1987.1 havent seen any
Christmas lights in 27years. You have noidea how much this means to meto be able to sit onabus
laughing, singing, andlooking at all the beautiful decorations.”

illegal prescription drugs on the street, andfinally to cocaine use. As her addiction took control of her
life, she robbed to supporther habit. She was arrested and sentenced to 7 4to 15years in prison for
crimes committed in Exrie, and 20to 40 years for robbery of ajewelry store. After her release from
prison, she went to Pittsburgh for aviolence prevention program, and then was paroled to Erie, her
hometown.

Shortly after her arrival bad<in Erie, Rhonda happened to walk past the MCW. She called and spoke
with the director of client services and began a newlife filled with hope for the future. She moved into
the Center shortly thereafter and beganayear of healing, She participated in all the dasses and
activities, developed deep friendships with the other residents, andobtained ajob in housekeeping,

She moved into her own apartmentayear later. “The Mercy Center was ablessing. They gave me
everything I needed to makeafresh start ... .fumiture, food andhelp to find anapartment. The staff
went above and beyond to see that my change was genuine.” Now a memberof the MCW’s Aftercare
Program induding follow-up visits from her case manager, Rhonda stops in at the MCW for some good
conversation and to volunteer her services as needed.
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THE MERCY CENTER RESTORES HOPE AND CHANGESLIVES

Lona’s story

ona (not her real name) grew upsuffering from social anxiety and describes herself as alost kid, always
king for love. Family get-togethers always included plenty of aloohol, and Lona started to drink at
age 13In high school, she followed the wrong crowd. All her boyftriends did cocaine and drank aloohol. She
has battled depression since her early teen years and self-medicated with aloohol and drugs. She quit school
andwent to work.

Over the next couple years, Lona worked at afew jobs, never for very long, After losing yet anotherjob, one
by one her utilities were shiut off due to non-payment. She continued to live in the house with her two
preschoolers with no electricity, water, or heat. She stole formmuila to feed her babies, but always had money
for beer.

Eventually aneighbor called the Office of Children & Youth (OCY), andLonalost custody of her two
preschool children. OCY told Lona her only hope of regaining custody was to enter the MCW program and
to get herlife together. Lona arrived at the door of the MCW with nothing but the dlothes onher badk. She
and her case manager began the hard work of overcomingyears of poor decisions andaddiction. She
committed herself to the MCW programs and worked closely with the child specialist to learn howto
parent her children and eventually regained custody of them.

Lona’s father moved in with her family as his health failed, and Lona cared for himuntil he died ayear later.
Caring for her dad made her come face-to-face with the end result of aloohol addiction. This realization was
traumatizing, but helpful to her continued recovery from her awn alcoholism. She nowworks at along-term
care facility asanassistant caregiver and enjoys the interaction with Alzheimer’s patients. Oneof Lona’s
future gpals is to work at Mercy Center for Women as a house manager where she can help other womenas
shewas helped.
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